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TO THE 
Right Honourable the” LADY + 


LETITIA ISABELLA 


Counteſs Dowager of 


R AD NOK. 


MADAM, 

He late ſmarting 
# Aftitions hes 
a I have felt inmy- 
Perſon and Fanuly, have 
«made me very quick -of 
' Senſes in reſenting Yours; 


- and have ingagd my {8 
Mind o on {al 25S es F 


T he Epiſtle 


but chiefly for ber Reli- 


7 "OP er unaffected Vertues, 
+ -and ber frequent Exer- 


*J % 


By: ds, 
RON 


capable of ſpeaking a 
Word in Seaſon to Wb 
1 dare not be ſo unjuſt + 

to your Sorrows, 4s 10 
diſſemble or extenuate 
your Loſs: Al who 
knew the Lady Eſſex, | 
found i neceſſary to ad- | * 
mire her for the Beau 

of ber Perſon,the Quick- 
nels of ber Parts, and the 


moſt obliging Sweetnels 


F 
} 
] 
of - her Converſation ; « 
1 


ous Accompliſhments, 


| endeavours to {upprels. 
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Dedicatory. 


ciles of Devotion, both 
in publick and private. 
But I need not tell your 
Ladyſhip how good ſhe 
was, who took ſo much 
delight in making and 
ſeeing ber ſuch ; and 1 
dare not gratify my ſelf 
any farther in diſplaying 
her excellent Character, 
left I ſhould thereby 1ol- 
licit thoſe 'T ears, which 


your Religious W ifdom 


I would rather obſerve 
t0-you thoſe good things 
wherewith.- the Divme 
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Wiſdom hath attempe- 
red your Aﬀiction;that \_ 
the Sweetnels of the | 
One; mayallay the 'Bit- 
temels of the Other. 
The Perlon You be- 
wail is indeed gone 'from 
You, but to: ber Hea- | 
venly Father; - She died 
inthe Y outh of ber Age, 
but not | before She was 
capable of 4 Lite: of 
Glory; She left the 
World when it began to | © 
tempt her with a New | | 
Scene of -Enjoyments ; 
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and Troubles 00, * and 


bath gain'd by the ex- 
change much - purer. aud 
more laſting Joys» 

You have: loft One 
Bleſſing, .but Others 
continue ſtill, which de. 


ſerve your: Elteem and 


Love, and which may 
ſupport and conlolate 
the: Remainder of your 
Life. NY qu-have pol 4 
Child, but Your 

venly Father i* ummot- 
tal .and\ unchangeable, 
who will continue; 40 


dwedl with you bere by *_  --; 
EN 7 my. | | bs. A _ 
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bw Holy r Spirit, till by 
take-youup to dwell with 
, Fe ws ; of which be 
hath given you a Pledg 
mm advancing 4 part 0 
you! already thither. 
: Let mot then the evil 
Things Tou- have met 
with, fo far ingrols| . 
Tour Thoughts and At- 
'Fections'as tor0b God 0 
ar Honour, and.Your 
os the Comfort, 0 
oſe good T hings 
bro hath 'provided and 


, hand for Tow. 


 Dedicatory. 


And to aſſiſt You bere- 
in, I bumbly offer | the 
enſuing Diſcourſe, - to 


' perfe Tou m that Art, 


wherein Tou are already 


ſo well _—— of re- 


cetrving dutifully what- 
ever good or evil i diſ- 


penſed to You by the 


Hand of Providence. 

T hat You may continue 
long among ws to recom- 
mend the Power and 
Beanty of Religion by 
Tour Jftrious Exam- 


exchange Tour Earthly 


ple: - And may at- laſt 


Foo A O- Fn; ens 


The Epiſtle, &. 
Honour for a far bright- 


er Glory in Heaven, s 


'the Hearty Prayer of, 


M 4D 4 M, 
- Jour moſt Humble and Faithful | 


Servant and Chaplain, 


Samuel Mas Tens. | 


(1) 


Jos 2. 10. 


----What ? ſhall we receive good 
at the hand of God, .. and 
ſhall we nat receive Evil-+ . 


Heſe Words relate to a 
Paſlage in the Hifto- 
ry of Job, concerning 

which Hiſtory it may - be 

uleful to premiſe a few 

Things, to recommend” it 

to our ſerious Attention, and 

to prediſpole our Minds, by 
ſome proper Anticipations, to 
conſider more eafily and :pro- .. 
fitably this Argumene of the 
do _ 

b "There: have been ſome 

; | Orifias'of lace, and Tome | 
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The Duty of Submiſſion 


Jews of old, who thought 
this Hiſtory of Joh to. be a 
Poetick Fiftion, and not a real 
Hiſtory, becauſe. (o extraor- 
dinary in its Matter, and {o 
artificial in its Compoſure ; and 
becauſe they obſerve that it 
was ulual in thoſe Times to 
teach and exemplify the Infſti- 
tutions of Morality and Re- 
ligion by ſuch Fiftitious Para- 
bles. But when we conſider 
how pofatively this Hiflory 
doth deſcribe and aflert the 
Perſon of Fob, and the ſeveral 
Circumſtances of his Conditi- 
on; | alſo that the Holy Ghoſt 
makes mention of - Job, as a 
; Perſon in great Favour with 

God, and joins him with No- 
. [.ob.and Danel, of whole Re-]. 

© | aliy] 
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aluy there can be no doubt ; 
and that St. James recom- J==- 5- 1011. | 
mends Job for an imitable Pat- 
tern of Patience, which can- 
not but ſuppoſe the Reality 
and Truth of his Hiſtory: 
Theſe Confiderations will 
be ſufficient to induce us to 
concur with the more general 
Teſtimony both of Jews and 
(Chriſtians, that this Hiſtory, 
however wonderful, is yet 
real, 'that there was indeed a 
Man ſo great and good as Job, 
that his Trial wasnolelſs, and 
his Patience as greac as this 
Book deſcribes and aflerts. 
And as'this Hiſtory is real, 
ſo ic may be probably pre- 
ſum'd to be: the moſt ancient 
now excant in the dp 
$a? A. 
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for tho itbe plac'd next be- 
fore the Book of Pſalms, be- 
cauſe compos'd:like them in 
Metrical Numbers, [yet it is 
robable that this Book was 
written by Moſes, ' the moſt 
ancient Writer, and before a- 
ny of thoſe Five Books which 
are plac'd firſt in our Bibles. 
For there are good Rea- 
ſons upon "which learned 
Men conje&ture-:that Job liv- 
ed in the time of the Patri- 
archs, being a Nephew of 
Abraham, delcended from E- 
jaw; and that Hoſes met 
with this. Hiftory of him 
while. he {ojourned-in the 
Land: of Midian, 'where he 
tranſlated it outof the 4rabi- 
into the' Hebrew Lan ; 
” and 
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| and compos'd the Diſcourſes 
berween Job and his chree 
Friends in that Metre in 
which we/now read them ; 
and that when hereturn'd to 
his Brethren in Egype, hepre- 
ſented this Book tothem, to 
teach them Patience under 
their Afflitions from-- Job's 
Example, -and to confirm 
their Faith and Zope in the 
Divine. Mercy, from "the 
Deliverance and Reward which 
God wrought for bim :-'of 
which an antient Author, 
under the Name of Origen, 
3510 certain, that he recites 
a Speech made by Moſes to 
the People of Iſrael, when he 
publiſh'd this excellent Book 
. | among them.” . ST 


Bure 


x6 The Duty of Submiſſun 
Bur: / this Hiſtory is not 
' more conſiderable for its {| 
Antiquity than for- its . Mefwl: J 
xeſs, which:acquaints us with | 
ſeveral important. Truths, that 
we-could not know but by 
Revelation, and which are not 
declared ſoexpreſlyinany other 
part of the Holy. Scriptures, 
as inthis Book ; and alſo ſets 
before us an eminent Pattern 
of Patience, to inftrut and 
ſupport us under the many 
Troubles to which we are 
here always obnoxious. 
For firſt in peruſing this 
| Hiſtory we meet. wich ſuch 
conſiderable Truths as theſe. 
.Þ» That Godtakes a par- 
ticular: and kind;netice of -all| f 
his Faithful Servants, andxe-| « 
" flets 
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fleas on thern with Complacen- 
cy, and is ready to bear an 


' honourable Teſtimony of their 


Innocence; for thus he ſpeaks, 
and even boaſts of his Servant 


Job to Satan, Haſt thou confi- Chap. t. #,8: | 


dered my Sergant Job, that 
there is none like him in the 
Earth, a perfeft and an upright 
Man,one that feareth God and eſ- 
cheweth evil * Which is a great 
Incouragement to .a good 
Man, that tho the Devil ac- 
cuſe him, his Friends reprodch 
him, and the World condemn 
him, yer God that ſearcheth 
the Heart doth approve .and 
commend him. | 
2. We are infortiied alſo 
from this Hiſtory, how Satan 
dares to accuſe; even to God 
B hit- 
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bimſelf, his moſt Faithful 
Servants, if not of autward 
Scandal, yet of inward Hy- 
pocriſy ; for thus the Lying 
Spirit drew up a Charge a- 

- gainſt Job: Doth Job fear 
ad for nought ? , Haſt wot thay 
made a Hodee 2bout him, and 
about hus Flouſe, and about ol 
that be hath on every fide * Thos 
haſt bleſſed the work of bis 
Hands, and his Subſtance us in- 
creaſed m the Land: But put 
forth thy Hand, and touch all 
that he hath, and be will curſe 
thee to thy Face, And when 
this Pretence was refuted, he 
again ſuggeſts, Thar if God 
-5- would put out his Fland, and 
touch b Bone and Fleſh, be 
world cnrſe God to bis Face. 


Whence 
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n Whence we may learn how 
- © Satan is call d.the Accuſer of the 812+ 
”" | Brethren, who accuſeth them be- 
Sf fore God Day and Night ; and 
” | how great a Privileds the Go- 
I ſpel hath diſcover'd tous, that 
y we have the Sou of God tobe 
7 | Our Advecate, to juſtify us in the 
(ourt of Heaven, againſt the 
* || malicious Mlegations of this Ad- 


verſary. This allo may render 
an caly account. of the perverſe 
Malice of Wicked Men, who 
take great Plealure in reproaching 
the Faithful Servants of God, 
if not of any apparent Wicked- 
neſs, yet of ſome latent ſuſpetted 1 
Hypecriſy, tor they being of their Joh. 8.44 | 
Father the Devil, hw Luſts they 
will do; who 1s a Lyar, and the Fa- 
ther of Lies, 


B 2 . Ve 
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3. We may hence allo dil- 
cover that thoſe Calamiries 
which befal Mankind, are chief- 
ly wrought by the Agency of 
the Devil, who is Jeferib/? in 
the Scripture,as the Prince of the 
Power of the Air, the Deſtroyer, 
a Murderer from the beginning, 
the great Tempter and Tormenter 
of Men, the chief Author of 
all Evil, either of Sin or.of Msi- 
jery: who ſometimes tempt: 
Men to miſchieve themſelves, 
ſometimes to miſchieve others ; 
and who can ule Fire, or Water, 
(louds, or Wind, or other (rea- 
tures 'to be. the Means and Int 
ſtruments of our Rume. 

Thus Job fear'd left he might 
have Tempted his Children to 
abuſe themſelves at their Fealt, 
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Thus he ftirr'd up the Sabeans 
and Caldeans\ to 'rob Job, and 
procur'd a Fire from Heaven to 
conſume his Cattel and Ser. 
vants, and a ſtrong Wind from 
the Wilderneſs to overturn the 
Houſe, in which his Children - 
were Feaſting; and thoſe ill 
Humours in Job's Body which 
broke out in Boils from Head to 
Foot. 

Which Diſcovery may be of 
uſe ro guard us with the ſtricteſt 
Caution, and ſtrongeſt Indignati- 

02 againſt chat Tempter, who is 
lo great an Enemy ; and may al- 
ſo help us to conceive how 
lome extraordinary ( alamities, 
which ſometimes ſurprize us, 
are produc'd, tho no. other natu- 

ral cauſes of them do appear, 

| B 3 4.We 
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22 © The Diityof Swbmiſfion 
4. We may further learn 
from this Hiſtory that the Devil 
and his Legions, with all theit 
Malice & Power are able to effett 
tro Miſchief againit us, but then 
only, and fo far as God gives 
ther permiſſion: For we find 
that che Devil could not bart 
Fob, tho eager in his Malice a- 
Sainſt hitm, till Cod laid to 
him, Behold all that be hath is in 
thy Power : And at firſt he could | 
not hurt his Perſon, becaule 
Cod reftraind him by a Prohi- 
| Clap. t. bition, only upon himſelf put not 
© forth thy Hand. And whenthe | | 
Devil ſought ro have his Com- 
miſſion inlarg'd, God gave him 
Power over Job's Body, laying 
Behold he is m thy Hand, yet 
then alſo reftrain'd him = 
, cals 


o 


* watcheth over us in a continsal 


" eſcape, that we may be able to bear 
it, 
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this Exception, But ſave his 
Life. 

And this is matter of great 
Comfort and Incouragement 
tous, that weare not abandon 'd 
to the powerful Malice of the De- 
vil, that tho he goes about as a 
roaring Lion ſeeking to devour, 
yet he cannot go beyond the 
Tedder of his Cham ; that an Al- 
mighty Wiſdom and Goodneſs 


Providence, and that God will 
be faithful to us in not ſuffering 1 Cor. 10. 
ws to be tempted beyond what we * 
are able to bear, and will with every 
Temptation make a way for us to 


5. We are alſo inform'd 
from hence, that God doth 
B 4 ſome- 
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66 faſt bis Tategrity, altho thou 


{ometimes permit the Devil to 
affli& his Servants, not out of 
Wrath againſt them, but only 
ta approve and exerciſe their Gra- 
ces,for the Advancement of his 
own Glory and of their Praiſe, 
and for the increaſe of their 
Graces here, and of their Re- 
wards hereafter. 

This is evident from the Cha- 
rafter God gives of Job, and 
the Favour and Delight he ex- 
preſleth towards him, both be- 
fore and after his Sufferings ; 
The Lord ſaid unto Satan, Haſs 
thay conſidered my Servant Job, 
that there 1s none like bim m the 
Earth, a perfeft and an upright 
Man, one that feareth God, and 
eſcheweth Evil f aud ſtil be hold- 


moyeg/# 
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movedſt me againſt bim, to deſtroy 
him without a cauſe. 

This may ſupport and, in- 
courage us under any Suffer- 
ings, when our Conſciences can 
atteſt our Integrity as Fobs did ; 
and teach us to ſuffer chearful- 
ly for God's ſake, when we do 
not fuffer for our own. This 
may allo reſtrain us frem mak- 
ing any reproacbful Reflefions 
upon the Afﬀfiitions of God's 
Servants, as Job's Friends did 
on his, becaule God may per- 
mit them for other wife and 
good Ends, belide that of Pu- 


2. This Hiſtory doth not 
only teach us ſuch uſeful Leſſons, 
bur alſo exhibits to us a very 
eminent ' pattern of _—_— 

an 
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and Patience, very needful ro 
Inſtruft and Incourage us in the 
difficult Duty of bearing, as 
we ought, thole Calamities and 
Affliiions, which are our com- 
mon Portion-in this World. 

W:.ilſt we dwell in this 
lower World, depravd with 
the Malignity.of 3mm, and Blaſt- 
ed with the Curſe of God's Diſ- 
pleaſure, we cannot but expect 
to meet with a great variety of 
Coſf and Diſappointments, Mi- 
eries, and ( alamities, infomuch 
that Suffering is become at leaſt 
one halt of our Duty, and Pa- 
tience is a Grace of as perpetual 
and common ule as any other 
whatſoever. 

And this part of our Duty is 
ſo irkſome to Fleſh and Blood, 

that 
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that we need the molt Forcible 
Helps and Supports to contain 
us in the performance of it, 
Now nothing doth more /en/1- 
bly incourage us under Suffer- 
ings, then proper and einen 
Examples , which at once De- 
monſtrate to us, that out Aft- 
flitions are Tolerable, becauſe 
we {ce them Born by others, 
and alſo excite m us a gerierons 
Emulatien to acquit our lelves 
as 'well as our fellow Servants, 
who have been in a like of 
worle Condition. 

But among all the Patterns 
of Patience, there is none com- 
parable with this of Job (ex> 
cepting that of our Saviour 
who was more than a Man) 
whom God ſeems to have ex- 
ercis'd 
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erciſ 4 with ſuch extraordinary * | 
Trials, and to have recorde@? 
his Hiſtory in the Holy Scrip- 
tyres purpoſely for our Imitation 
and Incouragement. 

And that its great uſefulneſs 
herein may more appear, let us 
a lictle diſplay and view over 
this illuſtrious Example. - Be- 
hold here a perfett and upright | 


man —— che beavieſt 


Calamities alling from the 
beight of proſperity into the 
loweſt depth of. Miſery, ſur- 
priz'd by his. Calamities on.a 
ſudden, which came upon him 
altogether, without Intermiſſton, 
and were of {o extraordinary a 
Nature as, at once, to deprive 
him of all his (omfarts, and 
plange him into_ the lowelt 

Nate 
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& State of Wretchedne/s : For, all 
WE bis great Eſtate, which accord- 
ing to thole Times and Coun- 
tries, conſiſted of Servants and 
Cattel, was in one day con- 
ſumed-by Sateans and ( aldeans, 
and a Fire from Heaven. 

, And as ſoon as he knew 
- & Himſelf to. be reduced. ro per- 
' & fe& Poverty, he is told alſo 
' & that he is become Childleſs, and 
' | that bis Children periſh'd co- 
| gether, by an unuſual Dearh, 
under the Ruins of the Houſe 
in which they were Feaſting, 
Nor was he only ſtrip'd naked 
of all his outward comforts, but 
the ' Calamity ſeizerh on his 
Perſon roo, and ſpreads over 
him a moſt Noiſome and Pain- 
ful diſeaſe, And that the good 


JO 
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Man might have nething to ſup: 
port him under all this Mile- 
ry, bur Ged and hs own Con: 
ſcience, his Wife, who ſhould 
have been his Helper, became 
his Tewtpter, and his Friends did 
but Aggrovate his lorrews with 
barſh Cenfures and wojuſt Re- 
proaeches. What Eſtate on this 
fide of Death can we conceive 
more Calamitous than this ? 
Let us now refle& on this 
Worthy wretched Man, and be- 
hold his Behaviour, and adniire 
his invincible Patience, When 
Fob had heard that he was de- 
Priv'd of all his Eſtate and his 
Children too, he indeed Rent 
his Flantle, and fhav' d this 
Head, and "fel down on the 
Ground, as one that was nat 
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ſtupidly inſenjible. of ſuch extra- 


ordinary Events ; but wichal 
he  worſpp'd toward Heaven, 
and expres'd his Reſentments in 
this Pius Deyaut acknowledg- 
ment, Naked came I out of Chap. x. 
my Mothers Womb, and Naked” © © 
ſhall I return thither : the Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken a- 
way; bleſſed be the Name of the 
Lord, And the Holy Ghott 
makes this Reflection on his 
bebaviour in the nexc Verle, 
In all this Job fanned not, neither 
charged God fooliſhly. When af- 
terwards his Body was af. 
flicted with the anguiſh and 
ſtench of unuſual Boils, he 
contentedly {at him down a- 
_ the Aſhes, and reliev'd 

W, as well as he could 
with 


32 The Duyof Submiſfon 
with che broken Porſherds that 


lay about him. 
And when his Wife could 


bh. 3 


no longer ſuppreſs her Paſſions, 
or lengthen out her Patience, but 


{ 
| 
in a tranſport of Fury call'd on | 
him to curſe God and Die ; Hef 
replies, more angry with Herfff 
then with his Condition, Thouſif c 
ſprakeſt as one of the fooliſh Wo t 
men ſpeaketh ; and that he niighd / 
Convince as well as Rebuke ber, C 
he ſuggeſts to her conſidera- 
tion this reaſonable Argument, | t! 
What ? ſhall we receive Good atfil © 
the Hand of God, and ſhall we nat "1 
receive Evil * And here the Ho-Jſ 
ly Ghoſt -bath chonght fic rofſ Þ 
bear his Teſtimony a ſecondf t 
Time thar, in all this Job ſinned 
not with his Lips, m 


This 


— 
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This is a pattern that we 
cannot enough admire, but let 
us alſo labour to imitate it ; 
And that we may attain to ſuch 
an excellent frame of Spirir, 
let us ſtudy well this ſhort Ar- 

ent wherewith Job go- 
vern'd his own Heart, and in- 
deavour'd to reſtrain the impa- 
tience of his Wife, What ? 


ſhall-we receive Good at the Hand of 


God, and ſhall we not receive Evil? 

The Argumentis propos'd in 
the form of a Queſtion, and 
accented with an unuſual earneſt- 
neſs, that ir might enter the 
Mind with a greater Force, and 
produce in it a more ſpeedy and 
through Conviction. 

We may: refolve the Argy- 


ment into theſe two parts. 
C L An 
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I. An Antecedent ſuppos'd,. 
That we receive our Good 
from the Hand of God. 


Il. A Conſequentthereupon 
inferr'd, That we ought 
to receive any Evil from 


the ſame Hand. 
The plain Senſe and Deſign 


of the Argument is this, Thar 
as we receive all our Bleſſings 
from God's bountiful Hand; lo 
we {ſhould be ready to gccept 
any Affliftions from his correfting 
Hand. 


In diſcourſing on this Argu- 
ment, [ deſign co do theſe three 


Things. Xt 
® 5 - Firſt, 
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- Firſt, Toexplicate its Senſe, 
that we may fully underſtand 
thoſe things which are exprefs'd 
or implied 1n ir. 

Secondly, To diſcover - the 
Force of the Argument, thar 
we may be convinced by it. 

Thirdly, To apply ic, for di- 
recting andeontaining us in the 
Diſcharge of ſo neceſlary a 
Duty. 

Firſt, 1 begin to explam the 
Argument, That we may un- 
derftand thoſe Things which 
are exprels'd or implied init: 
And this may be ſufficiently 
done by inquiring into theſe 
three Things. ' 

1. What is that Good and 
Evil which are mention'd in the 


Argument 2. 
L384 \#4% C & 2, What ; 
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2. What that Hand is by 
which this Good and Evil 1s 
diſpens'd? 

3- How we ſhould receive 
both Good and Evil from that 
Hand. 

1, Let us conſider what that 

ood and Evil is which is ex- 
preſs'd in the Argument ? Ir is 

ain enough from the Con- 
rext, that Job did deſign by Goed 
and Evil, nothing elſe but thoſe 
Temporal Bleſſmgs and Calami- 
ties, of both which he had ſo 
great a ſhare, as this Hiſtory 
deſcribes. And tho moſt Men 
are quick enough of Senſe 'in 
the things of this World, to 
diſtinguiſh berween Good and 
Evil; ſo that they need not 
be told that” Riches and Ho- 


nours, 
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nours, Health and Long-Life 
are good Things, and that Po- 
verty and Diſgrace, Sickneſs 
and Death are evil Things ; Yer 
they are perchance very few 
who underſtand the Nature or 
Degree of that Goodneſs or Evil 
which are aſcrib'd to the things 
of this World, and therefore it 
may be needful to teach them 
this piece of Sacred Philoſophy : 
That Man being compounded 
of ſuch different parts as a Spi- 
rit and a Body, he hath conle- 
any very different Intereſts, 
ſuch as are Spiritual, and fuch as 
are Carnal, and that thoſe excel 
theſe, as much as a Spirit doth 
excel a Body : from whence 
we ſhould infer, that thoſe 
things are Good or Evilto a Man 

| "a in 


The Duty of Submiſſion 43 


in the higheſt ſenſe, which cat 
promote or deſtroy the nobleſt 
Intereſts of his Spiritual part, 
and thoſe things are Good- or 
Evil but of an mferior Kind or 
in a lower Degree, which con- 
cern the welfare only of the 
Body. wn 

Now the things of this low- 
er World about us, do not in 
their Natures import any Good 
or Evil to thac Soul which is 
the chief part of the Man; for 
a Man may abound in Riches, 
and yet be deſtitute of true Wiſ- 
dom ; he may cover a deformed 
Mind with a beautiful Body : or 
the more the outward Man de- 
cays, the inward Magn may be 
renewed. Yea thele Temporal 
things are ndferpee of them: 
ſelves 
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ſelves to become either Good or 
Eyil to us, according as they 
are bleit by God, and improy'd 
by us : for Riches, Honours, and 
Pleaſures may prove very evil 
Things, it they debauch our 
Minds with Yanity and Pride , 
and Poverty, Diſerace, and Sick- 
neſs, which we make the in- 
ſtances of Adverſity, may be- 
come very good Things to us, 
if they render our Minds more 
Sober & Teachable,and ourHearts 
more Meek and Submiſſive. - 

Wherefore the Stoicks, wha 
in Matters of Morality came 
neareſt to the Inſtitutions of 
our Holy Religion, were Unani- 
mous and confident in this 
Aaxime, that there was no 
Good of - Evil but only Virtue 
Tot C 4 and 
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and Vice. So Tacitus deſcribes 
. Doftores FJelvidaus Priſcus, That he fol- 
wpicaz, lowed thoſe Maſters of Wiſdom 

qui ſola who taugbt that thoſe Things only Wi 
neſt ; 3 were Good which were Honeit, and 
n quz " only thoſe things Evil which were 
rp ar | diſhoneſt, but Power, Honour, 
obilica- and Other ſuch things which affet- 
a exrr exrra , ed the outward Man, they ac- 
eq; bonis C0rnted not 10 be either Good or 
&g; malis Evil, And tho we Acknow- 
oo ledg that they weat too far in 
+ this Afertion, and that Ac- 
cording to the ſtyle of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures we are allow'd to 
call Temporal things Good or 
Evil, and there be this plain 
Reaſon for it, becaule thele 
things reſpe&t the Intereſts of 
the Bady which is a part of the 

May, tho the jgnablcſt po 

Fe 
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the Compoſition ; yer after all 
we muſt aſſert char theſe onur- 
'N ard things are not Good or Evil 
in an ' Abſolute ſenſe with re- 
= to the whole Man, or in 
the higheſt Senſe with reſpe& 
o his more valuable lntereſts ; 
ind that in the ſtrifteft Senſe 
hoſe things only delerve to be 
iccounted good or evil to a Man, * 
which can affe& the Spiritual 
ntereits of his Soul. 

Theſe notions will be very 
uſeful co us for Proportioning 
our Eſtmmations and Afettions 
toward the things of this 
World; for allowing them to 
be in ſome degree Good or Bvil,we 
ſhall be dilpos'd to thank God 


for Temporal Bleſſings, and tq 
bumble our Selves ynder his 


Tempa- 
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Temporal (orrefttions ; but know- 
ing withal that there are other 
things which relate ro our Spi- 
ritual Intereſts, which do 
comparatively. far exceed them 
in their Goodneſs or Evil, we 
{hall be induc'd to regard theſe 
with our higheſt Eftimations, and 
our ſtrongeſt Afﬀettions. 

2. We are next to conſider 
what that Hand is, which dil- 
penſerh to us both our Good and 
Bvil things ;- the Text aflerts it 
to be the Hand of God, which 
can import nothing elle but the 
Power and Influence of his conti- 
nual Providence, whereby he 

uſtains the Beings he hath given 
'us, and diſpoſeth of all Events 
and (ircymſtances about us, ſo 


that nothing doth or can.befall 
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us, without, or contrary 'to the 
(ouncil of bis Will, This hand 
- of providence deals. out to e- 
very: Man that proportion of 
Good or Evil, which the divine 
Wiſdom thinks fit to afhgn to 
him, ſo that nothing happens 
to us by a blind Fortune, or an 
wnaccountable Fate, but by the 
Condutt of that good God, 
who is the great Creator and 
Sovereign of the whole World. 
If 'therefore there be any 

Creatures about us which are 
Good or Hurtful to us, it was 
the Hand 'that made them, 
which put thole Qualities into 
them. *If any Good accrue to 
us thro our own Skill and In- 
duſtry, or by the Care and Fa- 
our of our Friends, we mult 
acknow- 
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x Chron, 
29+ I1,12, 


acknowledg that We, or our 
Friends,are but Inſtruments in the 
Hand of God, for conveying 
ſuch Bleſſmgs to us: Or it we 
ſuffer thr our own Default, or 
the Injury of other Men, we are 
to account of our ſelves ot 
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our Enemies, as Rods inthis Hand, 
whereby he inflicts ſuch Pu. 
niſhments upon us. _ 
Thus the pious King of ICE 
racl acknowledged to. God : [/ 
All that is in Heaven or in Earthll {, 
is thine ; thine is the Kingdom, 0 G 
Lord, and thou art exalted above ;1 
all. both Riches and Honour come G 
of thee, im thy Hand is Power and 
Might, and in thine Hand it is toll 6 
make great, and to give Strength | x 
unto all. So on the other Hand} , 
the Prophet demands,Shall there | , 


be 


a 
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be Fvil in a ( ity and the Lord bath Amos 3.6. 
me done it ? and with reſpe& to | 
both kind of Events, God him- | 
Welt declares, 1 form the Light, c, ,.... 
and create Darkneſs, 1make Peace, 
and create Evil ; I the Lord do all 
theſe things. And the Hand of 
God doth thus concern it ſelf 
not only in the greateſt and moſt 
important Events, but alſo in 
thoſe which may ſeem moſt 
ſlight and inconfiderable to us: 
for our Saviour aflures us that 
God numbers our very Hairs, and rye rz, 
that a Sparrow cannot fall to the *7- | 
Ground without bis Knowledge. 

A right Apprebenfion , and 
firm Perſwaſio of our entire 
Dependence on the Hand of Di- 
vine Providence, in managing 
and ordering our Conditions in 
, LES - 
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this World, would have a very: 
great mfluence on our Religious 
Devotion ; for who would not: 
be careful to pleale him who 
hath the diſpenſing, of all Bleſ-. 
ſings and (urſes ? 'to whom, 
{hall we dire& our Prayers for 
what we want, or ous Thankf-, 
givings for what we enjoy, but 
co that bountiful Hand which, 
is the Fountain of all our Blel- 
ſings ? Or what can make us 
more Meek and Patient under, 
Correction, than the fight of 
that Almighty Hand which holds 
the Rod and lays on the Stroke £ 
3- Weare in the laſt place 
tro conſider how we ſhould 
receive both Good and Evil 
trom the Hand of God: Job 
bath uſed but, one word with 
" reſpec 


c 
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| reſpect to both ſort of Events, 


and chat word, doth properly, Pe><mus | 


ccipere 
denote ſuch an Acceptance as five exci- 


: - pere cum 
that wherewith we entertain a, 


a Gift from a Superior, with a teen, 
chearful Reverence, and a grace- &acquiel 
ul acquieſcence, Now tho the enim ' 
deſign of the Argument would 2p lig- 
equire only to explain how nmpe 
require only plain how = 


p . b 
we ought to receive our evil — 
Things from: God's correfting Jouas., 


Hand, yet inalmuch as we are nw rc- 


fercur. 


Kequally concern'd in the Duty coccius is 


of receiving Good as of receivi 
Evil; I think it will be worth, 
our while, to Study ouc the 
right Art of doing both , in 
order to which I ſhall take 
both parts of this Duty under a 
diſtin& Conſideration, 


I. The 


oi 


x. The right manner in 
which we ſhould receive our 
good Things from the Hand of 
God, doth confift chiefly it 

* this threefold diſpoſition of 
Mind, viz, that we receive 
God's bleſſings with a contented, 
thankful, and an boneſt Mind. 

(1.) We ſhould receive qut 

good Things from God with a 
contented Mind, i.e. with a Mind 
that can contain it felf within 
thoſe Injoyments which God 
thinks fit co allow ; ſo as to be 
well pleas d with his Bleſſmgs of 
whatever Kind, in whatever 
Degree, by whatever Means, or 
at whatever Time confer'd up- 
On us ; not to deſpiſe our Bleſ- 
ſmgs, or to be diſſatisfied wich 
them becauſe they are not of 
He 
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ſuch a ſort, or not ſo much, or do 
not come in ſuch a way, or ſo 
ſoon as 'we would have them, 
and that we do not look askew on 
them with an evil Eye, or receive 
them awkardly with an unwilling, 
Hand. | 
And 'to promote ſo good a 
Diſpoſition of Mind, we ſhould 
conlider that God is the abſolute 
Lord of all his Bleflings, ' and 
may do with his own as he plea- 
ſeth , that his Hand is guided 
by an unerring Wiſdom, ſo as to 
diſpenſe them in an exa& Pro- 
portion to every Mans Capacities 
and Neceſſties ; that he is not 
ſinted by any Penury of Bleſ- 
lings,or Envy of our Happinels ; 
that he could and would give - 
more or ſooner if he ſaw it fit for 
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ns, the Stat hea{fignsro us, 
and the (omperency he provides 
for vs. And it hethink fir to 
fend us any « Fhings chr6 
our bake” fig or the Chi 
rity of others, Tet us not be dif- 
contented, th& we mult Eibozr or 
be bebolden for them: and if 
our Ble{fags come not - fo ſoon 
29me defored, yer evit” ſatisfy us 
that” they' come irv that Seaſon 
which Infenite W/m ctovght 
moſt fr. Let ns learn with 


Se. Paul, Hhw to-want, ard how to Phil. 4.114 


abound, and tn all! eftates to be-con- 
tented; andiprattile-thar Pury 
which he preſcribes to all Chrt- 


Rians, Ezt- your Coverſation be _ 13:6 


withour (ovetonſneſs, and' be-con- 
tent; with ſuch-Things as ye have. 


D 2 (2.)Ve 
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(2.) Weſhould receive good 


[ 

Things from God's Hand witha IN F 
Thankful Mind, 4, e. with..3 Wl d 
Mind diſpos'd to acknowledg Wl | 
with grateful Afﬀetions God's b 
great Bounty toward us, and the Ii x, 
Returns we owe to him for it... Wl a] 
To this ead, we ſhould keep fn 
on our Minds ſuch Apprehen(- En 
ons of God, and our Selves, and lw 
of the. Bleſſmgs we receive, - as [IG 


will promoceand cheriſh in us 
the moſt grateful Reſentments. 
We ſhould take care that we do 
not injuriouſly. deny,or careleſly 
overlook our great - Benefattor, 
leſt we withhold bis Praiſes, or 
aſcribe them to a wrong band. 

| We ſhould confider how higha 
r riviledg. it is,, that the. great 
God of Heaven will condelded 
| to 
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to take; care of. us in a; continual 
Providence, We ſhould conf1- 
der alſo how unworthy we are of 
the Bleſſings weenjoy ; or rather 
how much we. deſerve the ſeve- 
reſt Puniſhnents. ' We ſhould 
alſo rate theBleſlings wereceive 
with 2. jult value and eſteem ; 
none-ſhould ſeem ſmall to us 
which come from lo great a 
God, to ſuch worthleſs Perſons ; 
we ſhould allo conſider how 
innumerable they are ; how con- 
antly and continually they flow 
into our Boloms; and how 
eaſonable, uſeful and delightful 
they prove to us. 

And ſuch Confiderations as 
heſe ſhould not only ſtart up at 
he Receipt of -ſome new Bleſ- 
ing, but ſhould dwell; in- ur 
| D;z Minds 
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Minds, to affe&t them always 
with a grateful Senſe of the int 
menje Gavdneſs & plenteous Borne 
of aur great Benefaftor. 

IH God's Bleflings find ws 
thus #ſpos'd, they 'cannox fail of 
a molt .uffetionate Entertainment , 
for the Thoughts which ackanw- 
lede and admire the Riches':of 
Divine. Goodnels, will eafaly 
inflame the Heart with a ſtrong 
Love to God,  asto the belt of 
Patrons, the kindeft Friend, and 
molt indul Parent ; 
will mek Gi forrow —_ 
| inexculable gratitude of affrow 
ting and grieving — good a God 
in tme paſt, and excie in us 
theqmnoſt earneſt Reſolutinas of 
entixe: Devotion v0 him for the 
Lyme (© CON, 
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An ont of the abilldinte of 
the. Fturt' thitis' diſþds'd!- olit 
Honths' wilt! ſpeak forth bis" 
Prajjſe;arid'out own Thankfubteſ): 
Ve ſhall not forbear to bit of 
God andhis Pavbit” rawfardfus, 
ro declare lits* Goodneſs,- arld*ro' 
bleſs Vis Name both int our private” 
and pnHlick Devotion: 

And theſe Covi ff Lovewhich 
ingage” our Hearts: pron? wes 
contains \ti one 'Diity'ro/{d gobl* 
a Lord; andobligeus ts be gthe” 
gent, farthful arid” chttrfal'inthis' 
Service; : and rake us very z2a- 
les* for! his: Glory? Every? 
Bleſfing receiv'd by luth*a* 
grateftel Mind wi SAW Uk& Rain 
on" good'Guvilitk! and bridgiforch” 
muct{Frait x0 the praiſof” hittr- 
thavſenr'ir,: 
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With ſuch Returns - of Praiſe 
and Thankfulneſs we ſhould al-: 


ways correſpond with our great 
Benefattor, ſending up to Hea- 
ven our Tributes -of Gratitude, 


in {ome prgportion to the Blel- 
ſings God ſends down to us; 
which is not more our Duty: 
than it is our Intereſt; for as: 


our God doth infinitely excel 
ns in Gosdneſs, ſo he regards 
more kindly the uyrofitable Re- 
turns we make to him, than we 
do all the invaluable Bleſſmgs he 


beſtows on us, and will not fail 


to exceed our Gratitude with his | 


Bounty. 
Afcer this manner have good 


Men diſpos'd themlelves for re- | 


ceiving the Bleſngs of Hea- 
ven; among whom we need 
no 


to Divine Providence. 


* Eno better Pattern than the Rozal 
-'BP/almiſt, whole devotional Ad- 
dreſſes conſiſt chiefly of returns 
of Praiſe ang Thanks, who had 

x'd his Heart, and tun'd bis Lyre 
purpolely* to ' this Duty, and 


- Wreloly'd to continue in it as lon? 


Bas be had a being; who allo of- 


; Fen invites all other Men, yea all 


he Creatures" of God, to join in' 
( onſort with him, as ſharers with 
him ja the Bleſſings 'of Divine 
Bounty. 

(3-) We ſhould receive our 
good Things from the Hand of ' 
God with an honeſt Mind, 1. e. 
which a Mind honeſtly diſpos'd 
to acquire God's Bleſſings in 
his own Way, and to imploy 
them only'to that End fer which 
he deſigned them. DO (fs 
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If we- project to: obcainany 
Blefings by: indiref- Gour ſor" ah} 
anlewful Mears, we ſhall ive 
receive,\ but rather fgatch' thin 
our of the: Hand: off Pros 
vidence- ;, for: he defrauds» or 
robs God-of his Bleflings,, who 
procures- there by: Jnuftive,: io» 
lexice, or Deteit-; ahd» if Godſl 
ſuffer gon to- ſucceed therein; 
he mult. ac; faſt explett 2 Mix» 
ture: of Sorrow witli: then; as' 
Jacob's Bleſſing was imbitter'# 
which. he- jrbdulently' wreſted 
from his deluded-Father. 

We ſhall alfo'greatly- alufe 
God, . it'we: Uſe his-Bleſlngs ts 
any other purpoſe than he” in- 
teaded... How- lud-ar Impretyi 
mult: ic naeds: beta maiko our! 
Hh God a (ateren 'for\ our 
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Lifts, by making his Bleſſmgs 
a Provifuen for the Fleſh, to fulfil 
the Lnſts thereof * Fo tmploy 
the Riches he beftows, to enter- 
cam - our Luxury ; the Honows 
he confers, to feed our Pride , 
the. Power he intruſts us with, 
to revenge ourtelves, or oppreſs 


 our-Newghbbowr ; or the Health 


and Strength he preſerves to 
vs,” 20 fm: again} hin more 


preſumptzonſly ? What blacker 


Ineratitude «nd Injuftice can we' 
be Gmity of, ther to fight a- 
gainft Gad with bis own Wea- 


ports , t© lerve the Dev witch 


the Blejſtugs of Heaven ; and 
to: make: thole things to be- 
come Epi}; which God lent for 
Good 8 


If 


The Duty of Snbmiſſion 
; If we do thus, we not only. 
forfeit God's Bleſſings, but even: 
neceſſitate him to - rake them: 
from tis, in his own Vindicas! 
tion ; as he threatned 1ſrael by 
Hof. 2.8,9. the Propher Holea, She did not. 
know that I gave her Corn and 
Wine and Oyl, and multiplied ber: 
' Silver and Gold which they prepa-; 
red for Baal ; therefore will I re- 
turn to take away my Corn m the 
Time thereof, "and my Wine im the 
ſeaſon thereof, and will recover 
my /ool, and my Flax, given to 
cover ber Nakedneſs. 

Whenever we receive a Blel-/ 
ſing, we ſhould conſider that: 
he 1s the Lord who gaveit, and 
we-are his Servants of Stewards 
that receive it ; that therefore 
we cannot honeſtly put it to 

any 
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any other -Kſe than our Lord 
hath Appointed or Allowed., and 
muſt. expe& to be. one: Day 
call'd ro an. Account of. the Blet- 


yl hogs we. have receiv'd 5 and-if 
t. Ewe'rhave not put them to'a 
dB 206d Hſe, ar perverted:them-to 
ria bad one ;- we. {hall be con- 


demn'd as: Wicked or © Slotbfail 
Seryants ; as Our Saviour hach math. 2;, 
Taught us in: his Parable of che 
Talents. 

If then God 4jn his bounty 
beſtows Riches on us, let "us 
receive then: with'an honeſt 
Reſolution to abound Proportion- 
ably in good: Works; If he ad- 
yance. us to Honour, let us be- 
come- thereby more il{uſtrious 
Patterns of Piety to the World; 
If he confer Power and. Anthori- 


ty 


The Duty of Submiſflom 


ty upon us, let us uſe it 16 
maintgin his ( auſe, projet} his 
Cexvans, and ſuppreſs the But. 
mes of bis: Religion ;' If he blefi 
us with. a doug Life, and a com 
uued Fiealth, ler us be moet 
Abangdant' and unypearied nm this 
Service. ; tet us receive every 
Blefling wich no. other defien, 
.: than ta imploy ir in the«Ser vice 

and to the Aoxour:of hin that 
ſent it. | | 

And as God intends to en 

age us more cloſely to. himſelf 
by all che Obligations he lays 


upan ug ; {a upan the receipt of 
every Bleſſmg, elpecially of 
uch as aie moſt remarkable, 
we fhanld folemnly and 
heartily devote our Selves: to 
(20d, as Jacob did in that 'pious 


Vow, þ 


' 
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Yow. if Gai will bet with me ond —_ 
will keep me in abe woy the 1 go, 
apg,will give me Bread to ect, and 
Raiment to gut on, ſo that 1 come 
Again #9. my Farber's Houſe im 
Peace, than ſhall the Lord by my 


Gog. 


il. Let vs pals 00 to condi 


der.-haw we ought to receive 
qur evil {hinge tram God $ cor- 
refing Hand. The deligo of 
| he 4:g4ment is not chat we 
ſhoyld barely partake of theſe 
ev Things, for chat is nor in 
our Power tp prevent ; but that 
we ſhould receive or accept 
them. in 2 right - Manner ; and 
the Art of doing ſo, doth con- 
| fill chiefly. in ghis .chreefold 
Dilpoliciog of Ming, viz, chat 


we 
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we receive any evil Things from 
God's correcting Hand, © with 
Meekneſs and Humility ; with 
Patience and Long-Suffering ; and 
'with a Cheerful and well- "pleaſed 
AMind. 

Firſt, We ſhould receive 
any evil Things from the Hand 
ot God with Meekneſs and Hw 
"mility, 4. e. with a Spiric fo 
lowly and Submiſfive,” as to yield 
quietly and eaftly to the Correfti 
ons God "inflits, withour 'r4- 
collmg in angry Paſſi ons, Or 6 
flemy 1n- diſcontented Murmuit, 
or returns any. fort 'of Re- 
venges againſt Ged, -or the In 
ſiruments he uleth in 'corre&- 
ing us. 

Meekneſs ' and Humility are 
-thole paſſive Graces, which 
DV. ren 


i —_ 


to Divine Providence. 


render our Spirits ſoft and gen- 


tle, yielding and impreſſive, and 
thereby f Furs of Corre&i- 


4 08s; bur, the ſtroak. rhar falls 


on A bard Heart, rebawnds in the 
Face: of him that ſtrikes, and 


65 | 


Ml a proxd Heart will riſe.,up a- - 


gainſt the weight of Afflithon, 
like. a Spring agaiaſt the Hand 
that depreſſeth it. | 
The Man whoſe paſſions are 
. Þ not. broken and tam'd by Diſci- 
'Þ pline, . muſt be na#'d to the (roſs 
which he is to ſuffer, bur he will 
never ſubmit to take ir up and 
"Bf bear it; he will kick and roar 
under his Corre&ions, and of- 
ten accuſe and blaſpheme the Au- 
thor of his Troubles. The 
murmuzing 1/raelites zaben di- 
firely'd in the the Wilderneſs 
E ſpake 
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Plal.78, "a ainft Ged, ſaich' he 
ris a” Such the Prophet 
Iſa. 3. 21s deſcribes, who when hungry would 
fret themſelves, and curſe they 
King and their God. Of ſuch 
| we read in the Apocaylip 
Rev. 15. wW1O woW(d blaſpheme the Godl « 
Heaven, that had Power over their 
Playnes, becanſe of their pains anl 
ores. 

Bur the Servants of God who 
had other Spirits, could receive 
their evil Things after another 
Manner. When old Eli heard 
the heavieſt Doom from God, he 
merkly emcertain d ir faying, ks 

| 12am. 3- the Loyd, let him do wha 

bam 260d. When David wa 

flying before His rebellious Son, 

whom (God, according to his 

Denundaton had rais'd 
again 
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apainſt him, he bambly ſubmic- 
ted; 'faying, Bobold, here. 1 am, 255 
let him do to me as ſeemetb good un- 
t6'him. The evil Things which 
our bleſſed Saviour receiv'd, 
and the- Meekneſs and Fhmlity 
wherewith he receiv'd them, 
tranſcend all other Patterns, He 
endur'd the comradfiom of Sm- 
ners, the moſt and worſt that e- 
ver 'was, with ſuch Ieekneſs, 
that when he was reviled, be FeDE- x Pet. 2.23 
led not a24in ; when. be Suffered, he 
threatned not, but commuted himſelf 
to him that judgeth righteoufly. 
Wherihe wasto receive from tus 
Fathers hand that cup of Fury,at 
the apprehenſion of which the 
human nature ſtagger'd ; th06 
he "deprecated it, if poſſible, ro be 
ovoled 7 yet, if 1c, he bambly 

2 E 2 lub- 
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| Mat, 26. 


ſubmicted to it, ſaying, Never. 
' theleſs, not as 1 will, bat at the 


_ wilt, 


With a like meekneſs and 
lowlineſs of Spirit ſhould'we by 
always dilpos'd, to receive taſs 


ly, to reſent mildy, ro ſuffe 


| quieth any ſtroaks of CorreRion 


rom the Hand of God, 'Wt 
ſhould conſider the Greatneſ 
and Authority of him that ſtrike 
with whom we may not, we cat 
not contend ; and we ſhould re 
flet impartially upon Our own 
Guilt, which hath made us juſt- 
ly obnoxious to greater Evil 


. than this World can produce: 


We ſhould thus reaſon wit 


- our ſelves; Will it become 


to be provok 'd by a Puniſhment 


. who have much more provok| 
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Godby our Sin? Shall we think 
much of the ſmart of his Rod, 
who have ſo often griev'd his 
holy Spirit ? ' Dare we in one 
Thought or Paſſion to oppoſe that 
Almighty Juſtice, which we can- 
not”. conquer, but may farther 
irritate by our rebellious Oppoſi- 
tion * - 

When therefore we receive 
any: Croſs or Loſs, or any.other 
ſort of. Affliftjon from the Hand 
of Cod, we ſhauld immedi- 
ately look within, give a charge 
to our Hearts,let a guard on our 
Paſſions, . and, a watch before 
the door of our Mouth, that 
we fall into no Diſorders or In- 
decencies ;. either, with, David, 


, 


we ſhould be dumb, and not open our Phil. 35-5: 


Mouths, kecauſe.it is God's doing : 
bot E 


Z or 
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or, , with Job, rake care that wy 
do not ſn with oar Lips 9 chap 
mg Gow fooliſhly. * 

And ler me add, That wwe 
ſhould rake care ro ſuppreks all 
pron or atigry Paſſwons' aganit 
the hitruments' thac God: ufah 
in correfiing 'us, becauſe 'they 
will ultimately ſtrike at God: hims 

- When we curſe our Stars, 
of fret is apa4inlt rhe crofs Avent 
thar befall ns, we re 
char Providence by ich a 
things are menay'd, If 'we mw 
lign and pro fue the Enemy chat 
bach done us a. Miſchief, 'we 
wound God thro: his Sides, who 
thought fit to: 9dey and permit 
rhat we ſhould be Correted. by 
fech an Infirmary; However 
therefore the IP comes, 
let 
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let. us humbly, and . meeckly 
ſubmit, without contending ar 
quarrellng with God or Man, or 
with the World about ys. 

| So David when molt malici- 
louſly and reproachfully Cars'd 
by Shimez, govern'd his Spirit, 
ſaying, So let him curſe, becauſe » am. 16, 
the. Lord bath ſaid anto bim, Curſe ' **+ 
David ; let bim alone, let bin curſe, 
for the Lord bath bidden him ; it 
may. be that the Lord will look upon 
mine Affliction, and requite me 
Good for bis Curſing me this. Day. 
Wich ſuch meekneſs. could this 
humble King receive {o great a 
Provocation, from one of his 
Subjefts, out of reverence to dl- 
mighty God who was the ſupreme 
Author of his Sufferings, , .. 


_—_ Secondy, 
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The Dury of Submiſſion 

Secondly, We fhould recei 
our evil Things from the Han 
of God with a proportionable'P4- 
tience and long- Suffering, ' j. «, 
with ſuch a paſſive fortitude of 
firmneſs of Spirit, as will not 
fink under the Burden, or fain 
under the Anguiſh, or grow 
weary under the continugqnce of 
our Sufferings. 

As 'foon as the Affiiftion 
ſeizeth us, we ſhould immedi- 
ately apply our Care to put our 
ſelves into a poſture of Bearing 
it', we ſhould recofle our 
Opirits, and ſummon up all our 
piritual Forces ; we ſhould for- 
tify our Minds with the ſtrong- 
ef Arguments, and fix our 
Hearts with the firme/? Refoluti- 
ons, and ſo buckle ro the Burden 
__ OY ES. We 
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we are'to bear, and pur out 
'our ' ſtrength' in aſſoiling the 
Difficulties which encounter us. 
"We ſhould watch over our 
Spirits with a prudent Jealouſy ; 
and with a generous Indipnation 
ſapprels any baſe Thoughts or 
mutinous Paſſions, that may en- 
feeble and diſhearten us, or tempt 
us to ſeek a Redreſs by any un- 
lawful Means. | | 

- 'And we muſt beware of [:- 
miting our Spirits with any fond 
Conceits, that we can bear but ſo 
much, or'ſo long; and think of 
providing no leſs Patience than 
what may be equal to the Evils 
we are to bear. If God call 
us-to bear a heavy (roſs, we 
muſt receive it with a propbrtiond- 
'ble ſtrength of Patience; 1t He 


The Duty of Submiſſyon 
viſic us with a long Sickneſs, we 
muſt endure k ohh a no leſs 
long- Suffering ? if he try us wich 
& ot - dear Child, or Friend 
that is never to bexetrieved, 
we mult provide a Patience that 
will be as endleſs and perpetual. 

We ſhould conſider, that 
God ſends us ſuch Evils, not 
only to puniſh us, bur allo to 
exerciſe and try us ; which there- 
fore we ſhould receive as be- 
comes good Seuldiers and ' Ser- 
vants, approving our ability and 
readineſs. to ſuſtain them for his 
Honour, and our own Commen- 
dation. 

We ſhould encourage and con- 
-m our Patience, by. placing 
| before our Eyes the brave Ex- 
amples of. our- Fellow-Seryants, 


who 


” of Divine Providence. 


who have approv d theic. Foxti- 
tude in as great Trials as thole 
with which, we are cxercis d ; 
and by calling to mind thole 
Divine Promiſes, which aſlure 
us infallibly of a ſufficient 4(ſ- 
ſtance here,. and a golrious Crown 
in Heaven, | 

We ſhould with our evil 
Things, zeceive alſo. thale Ad: 
monitions and Exbortations, thoſe 
Direftions and Encouragements 
which God hath given us in his 
Holy Word, toenable us to 


bearthem, viz, Thar # Path, 
ence we poſſeſs our Souls ; thac Pa: 15- 


tience ſhould have its perfeft work, 


UB. I. 4 


That, we deſpiſe not the! chaſtung ,,__ uu 


of the Lord,- neither be weary of tu 


Correftion; that if we fare in the Prov. 26 


day of ow 4dverſuty,onr ay tf 
. mall : 
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all : For asitis a {1gn of-a 
weak Body, to be diſorder'd 
every ill Accident ; (o it isno lels 
of a weak Mind, to droop or fret 
under the 4fflitions which be- 
fal us. | 
This Hiſtory preſents us 
with great Inſtances both of 
Proweſs in Job, and of Weakneſs 
in his Wife ; for he bore up with 
a ſtrength and length of Patience, 
that the Devil could nor. over- 
come, with all che Loads of Mi- 
{ery he beap'd upon him ; but 
-.- ſhe, 06 ſhe ſuffer'd leſs, yet 
. being of a weaker and ſhorter 
Spirit, | was {ſoon overcome; 
and to that degree of Impatience, 
that ſhe advis'd her Husband to 
ſeek Eaſe, tho in Death it ſelt , 
and by curſmg God, to po 
| | im 


| 
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himto put an end to.a milerable 
:.» Thirdly . We ſhould; receive 
any evil Things from the Hand 
of God with a cbeexrful:and well- 
pleaſed Mind .; lo as, to.approve 
of God's; dealing with us, to 


correcting us; . to conſent to, and 
accept kindly his tatherly, Chaſtiſe> 
ments ; and co keep up a hopeful 
confidence in his Mercy, amid(t 
our greateſt Diſtreſles. 

The former requiſites were 
chiefly \Negative, which only 
reſtrain'd, us, from reſiſting or 
jamting under God's correcting 
Hand ; but this is poſitive, and 
imports ſomewhat | higher and 
greater, even a voluntary and 
cheerful Concurrence with God m 
; _. the 


juſtifie- and, bleſs himwhile he is 


our own! Demerit ; and” rendet 
Thanks to him for his Parernal 
Care and Diſciplme'ovet us, whe 
in very fuithfuhneſs afflis us.We 


ſhould mor only, nor reje#t and 
naufeate the evil Things welich 
God defpentech, But receive 
them kindly and thankfnlly as the 
moſt uſeful "Phyfick prefcrib'd 
by the wiſeſt and beft Phyfecian.” 
We _—_ be {o far from 


fhing -oxt, or ſnarling againſt the. 


Inſtruments of our Correfion, as 
even to Kiſs the Rod, ro Mleſ 
them that "Cnrſe ws, and (6 Pray 


for them that Rs vn 
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Our evil Things ſhould not be 
ford upon us, but recery'd-by 
us with a willing Hand ; we 
ſhould 'not © only - endure che 
Tempration, - but ' overcome it 1 
not: only bear it patiently, but 
cheerfully 72joyce under it. * Thus 
St Paul prays for the Coloſfians 
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yy 


with all might according ' to 'the 
glonious Pair of i, wnto all 
Patience, 'und long-Sufferny, and 
that even with Joyfulnejs. 

And in' fuch a mantier have 
God's Servants been able core- 
ceive the worlt Diſpenſations 
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greved, yet always rejoycing. Thus. * 
particularly did David receive 
the maby "evil. Things with 
which 


1” o- 


that they might be - Rrengebned Cal. 1.11 


from kim + they took joyfully the. Heb. 10, | 
Þ ſpoiling of their Goods, they were us 3%... c, 
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which, he was Exercis'd,, ftiti 
Acknowledging that God. was 
Righteous in all bis ways, tha, 
bis Paths are Mercy -and Truth 
them, that. fear God ; hat in,very 
faithfulneſs God afflifted bim.z 
and thatit was Good for bim the 
be. was Afflied. _ 

'Thus alſo did Joh: wor ſhipels 
God', who. permitted him. to. be 
ſo ſeverely treated, . and juſtified, 
and bleſs'd the Author of. his 
Sufferings, faying,, The Lord 
gave, . and the Lord hath taken a 
way, bleſſed be the Name of the 
' # 5 

And however, ftrange and 
difficult this Rule may ſcem, 
yet it is. not. more than the 
wiler Heathens had leara'd 
here is nothing that befalls my 
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ſaith 


I &fwe;; 'T enirely \s 
And: the | Rod Phikſepke oY 
a. good Nan to be one ©3-#-4) 
that will with all-dis Heart gpibra 
any": Events that: Provi dy: 
penfeabi 20 hams. (1 
Tho (briftiin bath | much 
more reafom:ito' receive fs 
and cheerfully ary Bears, which 
oy) _ wt 
wiſeſd 2 eÞ care 
ts Horny ate __ 
| ' 


82 The Duty.of Submiſfeon 
red from the. Word: of God, 
that) an Almighoy: Spiric : ſhall 
help his Infirmities;c "and the: 
| Rom. 8. Vine Bleſſing (hall ce all things 

26. 28, cb" 
" © work tagether for good to: hav. | Heal 
' 365.47. is told, thar the Man is happy whon 
Prov.z.12, God <orrefieth, and:thac whon 
the Lord lovetb 'he\chaſtneth, . even 

46 4: Father the\ Son in. what bt 
Jam.1.12, delightetb.  T har the Man « bleþe 

-_ - ſed that endureth Temptation + for 
wherrhe is tryed; be. ſhall receive 
the (rown of Life. » 3x11 

How well may this ſatisfy 
and pleaſe the ( hriſtian, that:he 
is happy in God's account, when 

_ the ſeems moſt wretched mthe 

Eye of the World ?'How'cheers 
faly may he 'receive thoſe! evil 
Things, which:are the: Fledges 
and Tokens of God's Fatherly: 
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Care and Foxgur towards him; 
which he knows are ſent got ro 


bure, but cure him to promote- 


is: Spiritual Lite here, and his 


Keerual Life hereafter. _ 


i -Let-us therefore aſpire to this 
excellent frame of Spirit, that we 
may; be able to accept our evil 
Thingy as well as good, with a 
grateful. Satisfaction. Thar 
we, may be able to welcome 
Poverty, Sickneſs," or Death it 
ſelf, -.as coming from ſo. good.a 
Hand, and tending to {o - good 
an End. Kit 

Secondly, Having -now art- 
tained to -a competent under- 
ſtanding of thoſe things, which 
the Argurhent. imports; let. us 
proceed” to conlider its, Force 
and Weight, that we may- be 
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convine'd and: pt 
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Things co which- we are wart. 
rally orerſs, ' by- theſe \yord 
Fhings which -artrea&v iuis:with 


Delight; that our rrowyinges 
the1atter, may friore exfflythy 
duce us. to” actept" the: 


The Conſequence of 6no' wo the 
other tay be ſufficiency evinel 
and" eonfirm'd. by feveral' Rea 
fors* of which I ſhall miencien 
theſe Four : |} 

1. That Supreme Authority of 
God —_—_ which is ply 
mariifeft [the hl 
we receive Fi fv ho 
oblive us to receive durifally a: 
ny evil Things; which Nottinly 
M ach © 10-ti. «| 

What 
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- Whar ocher account can we 
| give of thocare of God's conti- 
aual Providence over us, bit that 
He is the Parent of thale Beings 
he ſoingdulgently chergfhech, and 
the Moſter'cot ery Aya 
the Members of which, he ſo 
ſequently we are bis Children and 
Servants, by whom werwere 


ye; (faith cho Plalmilt, - that the 
Lord be w God,” 'becaule be made 
us, and ngt us auy; ſelves ; and we 
are bis People, i Lecaule the: Sheep 
of bus Paſtare. - 
4; IR ſtand in to 
' God gives him, a ſupreme and 
abſolute. Authority.over us, vhere- 
by .we-are oblig'd ito: receive 


whatever he ::dþenſeth- tous, 
F 3 and 
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made and are maintained } Kwo Plal.rop.3 
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=nd-to. ſubmit our ſelves-aot 
only to be fed and maintain, 
bur alſo to be diſciplin'd and exp 
ploy 'dby him. .. * ; 

As Takin: the Bleſſings » 
enjoy, are Proofs of Godl's 
thority, and Badges of: out De 

eon him, {ſo they ſhouli 
be forcible Arguments, for 
ſubmirting us readily co his * 
cipline and Di/poſal.- 

We expect no leſs from « 
ewn Children and Servants;tban 
that they acknowledg our 4# 

 thority, -as well in .correfling 4 
maintaining them ; and indeed we 
ſeem 'to "old with God, or 
over-reach him, when we (hate 
in his Bleſſings as part of his F4- 
my, ' an yes deny his Authority, 

___ he: hk a corre: > 
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_- in Equity; if 'God.: has 

right co ſend 88-evil Things, we 

have no righe to his good: 

Things; andif we receive theſe, 

_ we oblige our ſelves thereby to 
the other alſo. 

With this' Argument from 
Authority, the Servants of God 
have uſually contain'd and qui- 
eted their Minds, under the 
ſharpeſt Affliftions, It i the r San, 2. | 
Lord, - ſaith old Eli, bt bim do ** 
what - ſeemeth him good. T was va, 45.9. 
dumb, ſaith David, and opened 
not my Mouth (becauſe thon didft ir. 
rel Job bleſſed. the Nome / of tha 
Lord,. who had/not more right 
to give - than --to take * away ; 
and contented himſelf with 
this Conſideration, which: the 
——_ have 'added'ro-the 
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* fob 1-21 Text, 6s 56 wypi;injyn frag iadornyy 
45 i ſeemed youd, to the Lard, fa 
came to paſs. *: 7/5 
2. It we receiyeall ous;grod 
Things from (30d, we axe obs 
ligd in Gratityde t@ him, $0 16: 
ceive any evil Things he: may 
xequure ps to luffer-far bis (ake. 
It our Gratitude bear any pror 
portion to. the Bounty. of Gad, 
we ſhall be as ready. to: receive 
any evil Things from; him, as 
he is to beſtow goed, Things upon, 
us ;. and be very willing to ac- 
. compliſh bis Wilk . anal glrify 
his Name by avs Sufferius, who 
at farſt made and dach fl] main: 


oo we we ac a. ma SAS 
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tain us for his , FHouawr and, Ser-: 
Vice... - 


He is a very il-noyrid Ser- 
| Yaf, who gan cadure no Hdlg- 
42 p 7 8974s 


——_ 
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28rd: ot Hardſhips for a good Ma- 
fer ; beisnot womthy the name 
of a Seuldier, who will off 
receive his Pay, woo. roerd 
the Difficadties and Dauevrs of Mi 
fade! We thorld Sink hier 
a very dijengenuars Friend, who, 
aker many confulerable Kindneſſes 
done | for him, | refſeth co bear 
with us in-any thing that is croff | 
ts his Humor, or (0 waderge arty 'Þ © 
trouble in doing for us ſome ne- | 
ceſſary office Frie Iþ;” How 
then can we deal 10'' pry verſly 
and - frowardly with God, as te 
receive ' daily ſo mmiy g664 
' Things from bim, - and yet ro 
myrmur againit him "and his 
Providence, upon every croſs E- 
yent he dilpen{crh rows!" 2, 
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And our Iyretitude herein is 
{ſo much the' worſe, as the good 
Thiogs. he beſtows on us, are 
always more and greater than the 
evil Thiags he inflits; for 
there is no Man wants ſo many: 
Bleiſingsas he emoys, - or can in 
this World mcet with a 


that is not owt-weigh'd by ſome 
other Bleſſing he Soffeſiach - at 


{eo let Life is more confi derable 


 Iam.3.359- 


than any Temporal Bleſſmg we 
want, or any Calamity. we ſut- 
fer, for otherwiſe it could not 
be /wpported. Why then ſhould a 
kving Man complain ?.. (aith the 
Prophet. . How baſcly ingrate- 
f#l' are, we, if we cannot ſuffer 
a little. from him, from whom 
we haye receiv'd ſo much 2 
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- 43.lf wereceive good Things | 
from God: which we no way 


Deſerve, ic-is very reaſonable. 
that we ; ſhould receive evif 
Things which are jy Due £9 


The ble//mgs we enjoy are 
the Poke God. which we 
can never merit or exact} from 
him ; but, the Puniſbments we 
meet with, are the Fruit of our 
own Doing, or the juſt wages of 
our Sin. How abſurd then 
muſt it be. for us to expe&t on- 
ly good Things of which we are 
moſt unworthy; and to refuſe or 
quarrel at .thole evil Things; 
which we have juſtly deſerv'd 
and procut'd to our Selyes. - 

Shall a Profligat Criminal who 
hath forfeited his Life, expe& 
| only 
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only che (arefſes of his Prince's 
Agr rt much of ar 
diiring the confinement 'and hurd- 
ſhips of a Prijen 2 If God deniad 
us all his Bleſſings ; and allotted 
only evil Things to our ſhare, 
we could not charge him wich 
any Inuſtice, or have any. juſt 
exception againſt his Providence; 
but when. our merciful . God 
diſpenſech to us a wmioxtere -of 
both, #* would be a moſt-w 
reaſonable piece' of Fondneſs, 'to 
accept only the good T hings 
which he frankly gives, and to 
refuſe the Puniſhmenes which 
he py inflitts, or to quarrel 
at him for not-giving us thoſe 
good Things which- he- aves us 
not, - or ' far {ending us thoſe 
#vil. Fhings which ate of _= 
16 ve | 


+5 Dias Providence, "I 
due (tous; © Thus che Prophet 
Jrremiah expoſtulares in his La- 
men@ion/;" Why 'dorh 's kving 
Man complain, d Man for the Pu- Lax. 4.35. 
nyment of bis Sin's Ho trach more 
thai his-dwe' by being 2 living 
Alan; and not mare in veming 
che of: his _ 

21 fo! © our it Thing 
our: of: dies fame __ Hand 
which! \difpenſerh | our 
Thinps, | we have dr ro 
think wel-of them, and-ts re- 
cereghern-wich'a concord chter- 
ful Mind. _-- WR 

Thar'bar God is very kind 
attd *ercifid, ' appears from the 
many 20d Thing we daily re- 
ceive from bim ; 'and if be al- 
{0 offi us, yet we nay re- 
yes in this, that we arein good 
Hands ; 
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Hands ;\\that we are under the: 
Diſcipline of one that dorh-not 


affuft willingly, or rakepleſſure: 


in.3r:eving che children of Meds 
thac he will.not corre us imniy« 
derately. but in Judgment | that: 
his merciful Hand will jupport.us, 
while the Hand | of: his : Joftict 
chaſtiſeth .us ; and that hie ſegds 
us evi Things, only-co makerus 
tnore capable of - receiving) the 
$ood Things he hath prepared 
for us. 

If then all the Bleſ/mgs we 
have receiv'd, can | 
enough to afſure.us of the Good- 
neſs and Faithfulneſs of God, we 
ſhall never murmur' or deſpond, 
bur rather bope and rejoyce 181 his 
Mercy, under the worſt  Diſ+ 
penſations, 
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Whartiis goobſhould'never be 
unwelcome:to us; 'and:nothing 
but what is good can come froim 
our-; yoad! God: ;\ for! the we 
diſtinguiſh and calbchings Good 
or Evil! yer they ateall good as 
they-come :from bim;\.4nd: may 
be improv'd by us.. God:who's 
not led by Paſfuan, ſaith, St. 
Chryſoſtome , [un inqyerſ 2ob nokta, nk 
whether: be bleſs or -correfs; be is St. 
equally. Good ; Yea heisthen beft, nan: -— 
Git Turtullian, when:we- think —_ 7 
bim beſt. Good. Whatever there Ly 
fore 1s diſpens'd to. us by: the 7rw in 
Hand of-God, | we ought to ap, *** 2%: } 
prove and: embrace as: Good ;' as 
Hezgkiah did that heavy Doom 
brought by the Prophet, lay- 
ing, God :6 the-Word of the Lord 2 xing | | 
which thou haſt ſpoken, 1 
"SIP * # eas | Thirdly, 


- Tbodly,.'4'tome inabe lat - 
place ro make ſome:ufefiak 2p. 
plication of the precedent! Dil. 
courle; which tay ſerve toes 
hve ay26 fhlobnlieiiabp dil 
Arguneis of the Trav; by refs 
ig and fubmitting our ſelvey at - 
tirely teuhe conduct of Divine 
Providente, fos whatwyct god or 
.» Oil Things thall fall roo tl) 
; "Thar-\we - may move. rofl 
” kara this gourat Duty, wry 
| | eons divide it int 
-Þrr an two particular Leffons.' 
. . Fhav by. an entire re 
« aint of 'our ſelves -to G 
diſpoſal, ' we allow him'to 
and 6dr for us che Good gr 
wit which {hal betal us..; be 
being the Lord who hath tt 


hi of diſpofing both. £: 1 


Lf 


to Divine Providence: p7 
' 2. That we tontentedl and 
cheerfully acquieſce in his choice; 
when he hath made, and de- 
clar'd.it to. us in the courſe of 
his Providence, receiving either 
Good or Evil from his Hand, as 
he hatch though moſt fir for us. 
1. Let us be exhorted to 
7eſign up our felyes entirely to 
God's diſpoſal, to chooſe and 
allot for us whateyer good or e- 
vil Things, he ſhall think fir- 
teſt for us., | 
Almighty God hath ani un! 
queſtionable right to diſpole of 
us, and he will certainly make 
ge of it whether we allow ir 
6r not ;, bar it will beſt become 
i, and be moſt pleaſing.to God, 
that we ſhould by our ownt 48 
\Þ #liberately and mb reſign 
oy 


SE POETS RS 5 > 


A 


oe SS 


98 The Dutyof Subniſfon 


up our ſelves to his CondutF and 
conſtitute him the 4ſpoſer of us, 
and of all 'our Concernment, 
| whereby we may-make a great 
vertne of Neceſſity, diſcherge 2 
neceſſary Duty, and give much 
Honour to God. 

This (&dlF- -Reſignation impo 1 

many pions Atts of the Mind 
or Acknowledgment and ap- 
probation of God's right and 4m 
thority, of his Wiſdom and Paith- 
fulneſs in diſpoſmg of us ; our 

choice of him for our Guite ; our 
conſent 'to his Condutt , yea out 
Hearty defrre and humble Prayer 
wma g mera ee ran 
cend to manage and order ot, 
Condition for os; andir will by 
conſequence reſtrain us from 
CARE Af E-IFRIY 
| Ve 
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have entirely committed to his Ma- 


Y xagement, by any anxious Cares, 


or eager Defwes, or yam Curiaſts 
ty of our own ahour ut ; rar 
we {hall imploy our care only 
in doing what God hach made 
our Day, leaving it whally ta 
the great Mafter of that Family 
to which we belong, to pro. 
vide far us and diſpoſe of us, 26 
he ſhall chink fir. 

This we are taught in thoſe 
Scriptures which require us to 


commit otir ſelves, and onr ways **-31.g; 
unto the Lord ; ra caſt our Burdens _—_s 
and our Cares upon him, to graft in 22. 
him, to reſt an him; to be care- Pal gt bs 


ful for nothing, but in «ll things by 
eff Supplication with 

ivings to make our 
—_— requeſis 
G2 Thu 


The Duty of Submijfin 
Thus David when he fled 


out. of Jeruſalem, relign'd up F 
himſelf moſt ſubmiſfively to 
God's diſpoſal, ſaying tro Za- 
| 2 Sami15, dok, ( arry back the Ark of God in- 
252% to he City: if 1 ſhall find favour in 
the Eye, of the Lord, be will bring | 
me again, and ſhow me both it and. 
his Habitation ; but if be thus ſay, ' 
Thaye no delight in thee, behold, here 
am 1, let him do to me as ſeemeth 
Good to. bim. And our Bleſſed 
Saviour, in a more extraordi- 
nary Caſe, ſuppreſs'd his-own 
deſires, and ſubmitted himſelt 
entirely to his Fathers diſpoſal 
vi. 6; ſaying, Nevertheleſs, not as I wil, | 
3% but as thouwilt, | 
| . Yea,we find this Duty excel- 
lently taught by a: Heathen 
who thus advileth;; Dare to lock 
MM £ ud 
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up yp to God and beſpeak him after 

; this Manner : Uſe me for the futgre Epiter. 
as thou pleaſeſt, for I am of the 16. © 
ſame Mind with thee, 1 refuſe u0- 
thing that ſeems Good to thee , cloath 
me 4s thou wilt, appoint me what 
Station thou thinkeſt fit, whether 
Publick or Private; to abide at home, 
or 99 into Banniſhment ; to be Poor 
or Rich, I will not only comply my 
ſelf, but will juſtifie thy Providence 
by Apologies to the World. 

Into ſuch a ſubmiſſive Frame, 
ſhould we bring our Spirirs, 
that we may leave off to carve 
and chooſe for our ſelves, and 
be well content to be at God's 

- allowance and diſpoſal, and al- 
ways ready to receive from his 
Hand whatever good Things 
fe thinks to-be Foed convenient 
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for vs, or whatever evil Thin 
be thinks to be needful Tiny 
for us. 

2. Let us be exhorted alſq 
tO acquieſce comtentedly and cheer- 
fully in whateyer Choice God 
makes for us, when he declares 
K <0 us ih the courſe of his Pro- 
vidence, whether it be of geod 
at evil Things, or of whatever 
kind or digree they are. 

We ſhould fully af- 

God and contradif our 

(es, if after we have ſo- 
jon, choſen, and confened th 
his ConduFF, and by our Prager 
þbfought hitn to. take. the, cqrt 
and tharge of us, we ſhould al 
low our felyes to tenfure his 
Providence, to diſlike his Manage- 
mw and refuſe our Lot ; "I 
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by we reflect on God's "__ 

or Goadneſs, or Power or 
fulneſs, as it he cauld rg or 
poull nat do fo well for usas we 
expet3ed ; or elle. diſcover our 
ſelves to be very. weak and vain, 
fromard and inconſtant, like Chil 
dren, never long of a Mind, 
difficult to be pheas'd, whom 


God himſelf is nor able CY 


tisfy. 
We-juſtly condema the per- 


verſe Siri of the Iſraelites, who 
afrer they had pur themſelves 
under God's Condu#, 2nd pro- 

mis'd to be yery' | obſequious co it 
in inhale hip ron from Fark 


TA 


104 The Duty of Submiſſion B 


I" —_—_—— wo 


choſe rather to return backs 
their Houſe of ''Boydage; \than 
to continue under the care and 
ſaft-guard of his - Providence. 
And St. - 7ude, reproves ſuch 'in 
his : Time | who- were 'r&yugi 
Meulijuoro, Miirmurers, who com: 


plain'd of the Lot which Provi-l 


dence had drawn for them.  *' 
"We ſhould be very cautio 
of dealing humourouſly or fre: 
wardly 'with the great God of 
Heaven; 'that we do not reppt 
or lapit- him; ns and grieve 
him, © as he ſometimes com: 
lain'd of: the Beople of Iſrael, 
eſt he ſhould caft-us our of his 


Preſence, \and refuſe to rake: any | 


farther core of'vs 3: for: hox 
bebleſs and-forbrn, how wretchd 
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bÞ& if God ſhould abandon us to 
our own Impotence and Folly: 
When therefore our wile and 
gogd God declares to us inthe 
courſe of his Providence;char he 
cl hath appointed ſuch a ſtate or con- 
mM dition of Life for us in general, 
vi- or hath allotted ſuch: good or evil 
Events to befal us in particular, 
ul we thould forthwith, without 
6: diſputing or contending, qccomm3- 
of date and conform our Will to his, 
accept thankfully the Bleſſings tie 
ſends, or bear patiently the Corre- 
ftons he inflicts, being ſatisfied 
with this, ' that it is God's ap- 
pointment,, who hath right to diſ- 
poſe of us,- and who knows bet- 
ter thian'we; what things are fit 
for us ;*tharwe have often. in 
our Prayers refign'd ip our ſelves 
eek Pr er 
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106 The Daty of Submiſfeon | 
to his diſpoſal ; and that it is | 
high -xot] chat ' he will 
vouchſafe to take care of us ; 
that his Promiſe is a ſufhcient Se- 
curity, on which we: may rely, | 
even when we cannot m_—_ 
hend the deſign or 7eaſon.of his 

mg with us: 

In ſuch a manner' did pious 
David conform himſelf to the 
Will of God, when declar'd to: 
him in the courſe of his Provi- 
dence. When bis Child.was jick 
be beſought the _ far «, and 

d, and lay all night wpon the 
m ; but when x 4 Child was 
dead, he aroſe, waſhed, andinted,” 
changed bis Apparel, andcame inta.. 
the houſe of the Lord and worſhiped. 

And he gives this account of his 

$55.1 Bohavious Wie the Child was gee 

| alive, | 
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dive, 1 fuſttd and wept 3 for 1feid, 
if Hho can toll whether God will be 
| gracious ate me, that the Child may 
" | 4ve* But now be is dead, mhberefore 
| I faſt ? can 1 bring Ee oo 
' | 4g64n? I ſhall go to bim, bud be 
| S DER. While che Child 
was lack be recommended him ta 
God by Prayer, and when Gad 
had di/pts'd'of him as he cthaughe 
Þ &, David aoquiſe'd, 
 dbrahom the Father of the 
Faubful, was no lels objequiaut a 
the Willof God, who withouc 
diſputing the divine Commend, Joke 
his Native Country, and follow'd 
Pravidence, _ tho. he: kiiew nat 
whither,; and offer'd up bis wily 
So 2 Secrifice to Gedl, as {on 
-4ſ->s be I or witheill 
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{ Mat. 16, 
_ 


John 18, 
_ 


Epider. 


fairs this ſhould be our wiſh, Lead md 
CLIN T% 0 God, according to thy Decree, wh#- 


from ſubmitting to the Suffer- 
ings which God had appointed 
for him, he rejefed the' fond 
advice with Indignation, ſaying, 
Get thee behind me Satan, thou art 
an offence to me, for thou ſavour- 
oft nor the things of God, but thoſe 
that be of Men. And when 
the ſame Apoltle would haye 
reſcued him by violence from 
thoſe Sufferings, our Lord for- 
bad him, ſaying, The cup which 
my Father bath given me, ſhall I not 
drink it?- - 7 

- To all which I cannot but 
add thole excellent Sayings of 
an honeſt Heathen. . In all af- 


ther 


The Duty of Submiſſion = 
And our Bleſled Saviour 
when diflwaded by St. Peter 


to Divine Providence. = fog 
ther thou wilt, and I will follow 


cheerfully ; and yet if 1 ſhould be fo 
wicked as to refuſe to follow, yet fob 


: low I muſt of neceſſuy. He that can 
"Y accommodate him[elf to the' neceſfity 
. of Events #s.a wiſe Man, and under- 


ſtands the things of God. If then 
God will have it 4 jo be it. 

Such then is the Duty we are 
exhorted to that we would choofe 
no more than this only, that God 
would chooſe. all things for ts; 
and that we approve and accept of 
whatever choice he makes for us. 

To-inforce this Exhortation, L 
will fubjoin a few Conſiderati- 
ons, . which may incline our 
Hearts to fuch a 1/{tve com- 
pliance, with the condudt of Di- 
yine Providence. - 

--k'iseur necefſary Duty todo 


ſo, 


The Duty of Submiſſion 
fo, and the contrary practice 
will involve us in a great deal 
" of Guik. 
We may beconvinced of this, 
' not only from thoſe expreſs 
Precopts which frequently occur 
m the Holy Scriptures; but alſo 
 froma falf-eviden Law inſcrib'd 
upon our Natures, For inaſmuch 
25 weare Creatures, we are by 
Nature dependant both on the 
will 6 power of God from whom 
we po er = _ - and are 
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If we attempt to diſpoſe of our 
fee, or of the Ciraonftances of | 


OUr 
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our Condition, we uſurp upon 
God's Prerogative, we mvade the 
Scepter of” his Government, and 
become puilry of Fizh-Treaſon 
againſt the Majeſty of Heaven. 
For we thereby confront bis 
Will with ours,we take upon us 
trodiſpole of bis Creatures,to dif 
penſe his Bleſſings, to withſtand 
his (orreftions ; which isin ſhore 
co depoſe him from the Govern- 
ment, and to «ſſwne it' to our 
lelves. 
2. Ic is our great Priviledy 
that we need not do mare, than 
wietly commend and commit our 
Ives to the care of Divine Pro- 
vidence. 
It would indeed be very ill 
for us, if God ſhould leave us, 


like Orphans,to our owncoreand 
Fn" diſpoſal, 


112 The Dity of Submhiſfion = 
difpoſal, and ſhould make ow 
carking Sollicitades, and toilſomt 
Labours as neceſſary 28 we think 
them'to be; How madly thould 
we order our ſelves * How mt 
ſerable ſhould we ſoon make 
our ſelves ? We. underſtand 
not our. own Wants of (& 
pacities, or the fitneſs and uſefub 
neſs of the things about us ; we 
ſhould be ready. to' chooſe any 
Evil that appears ſpeciouſly,or ty 
rejeft any Good that is not attens 
ded with - fair. and eaſy Circum- 
ſtances, fo fooliſhand hwnowrſorde 
are the wileſt Men, that if God 
left Evems to' their manage 
ment, they would. but diſturb 
and deſtroy themſelves, and: the 
Worldaborc chern, ” 
E it not therefore much bes 
7 _ 
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ter that we may re _—_ _ 
diſquiet or miſchief our : lelves 
on our Sor (ares, and raſh 
Projefts ; and that the inhinicely 
Good, the only Wiſe, and Al- 

mighty God, who is the Maſter 
of the-great Famiby i in which we 
live, -our Father, and Guardian; 
will pouchſafe to take care of us, 
and order all things abour us for 
our good ? Why will we tal and 
cark for our ſelves, when we 
weed not2 What can we dehire 
better: than to be under the 
conduFt of infinite Wiſdom, and 


ar the diſpoſal of infinite Goad- 
neſs ? 
3. Iris in vai for us to-at- 


ys to do more, far: akrer all 


f 2 


114 The Duy of Submiſjun 
neſineſs, it is not in our Power to 
attein: the good "Things which 
God denies, or to refuſe the evil 
Things which Crod appoints. 

God hath fitted our Nature 
with faculties for doing ſo much 
35 he intended to make ur Di 
ty, and therein we ſhould aff 
duouſly imply our ſelves ; but 
as he never deſign'd to. trouble 
us. with governing the World, fo 
he hath capacitated us with no 
Pawers for lo vaſt an WUndertak: 
ang, but hath zeſerv'd it co him- 
ſelf, who hath moſt Right, and 
is beſt able ta perform ir. 

We may as well make an 
attempt at God's work of Crea- 
tiaz, as of . Providence, for boch 
greatly tranſcend our Skill and. 

Paarer., og try if we can e 
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the frame of 'our Natures, as 

well as change the circumſtances 

of our (ondition ; but, as our 
Saviour ſays, we camot make one 

Hair White or Black, ſo neither dw: 5.36. 
can we of our ſelves make ous 
Condition better or worſe than 

God hach appointed. 

If our Experience hath not 
long fince convinc'd us of this, 
let us make an Experiment of 
our Power, in changing the Wea- 
ther, in preventing Sickneſs and 
Death, and if we cannot com- 
mand theſe ordinary Events, why 
ſhould we think of ordering 0- 
thers ! or rather why {ſhould 
we not leave off the folly of at- 
tempting what is anpoſſible for us 

"Hl to perform. 

4- There .is \great ' Peace, 

| H « Plea- 
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Pleaſure, and Satisfattion in the 
performance of this Duty. | 
He that hath heartily refign'd 

up himſelf ro God's condutt and 
diſpoſal, is become a happy Many 
and leads the moſt eaſy, - ſafe 
and delightful courſe of Life , for 
he hath unloaded his Mind” of 


all his burdenſome Cares, and diſ- 
maying Fears ; be takes no thought 


what be ſhall eat, or drink, or where: 
withal he be cloathed, much 
leſs doth he diſtra# himſelf 
with. future Wants or diſtant 
Dangers, becauſe his heavenly 
Father takes Care of him : He 
can wake, or ſleep ſecurely,and at- 
tend on his Duties without dif- 
tration ; he can injoy his Bleſ- 
ſings with the greateſt Cheerful 
neſs, and. bear his Affliftons with 


the 
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the greateſt Eaſe, and be ar all 
times well pleas'd, and fully 
ſatisfied, becauſe the wiſeſt and 
beſt of Beings hath undertaken 
to manage and order all Things 
for him. 

And he that can contentedly 


of ©] acquieſce in the Diſpenſations of 
f- © Frovidence, is free from the «n- 
bi eaſy paſſions of Grief and Shame ; 


he is never diſappomted, never 
diſcontented ; he never envies 
the good Things which are diſ- 
pens'd to another, or frets atthe 
evil Things which are allotted to 
him : He never murmurs/ at 
God, or quarrels with Men, - or 
diſquiets himſelf however the 
World moves about him ; for 
all chings come, to paſs as he 
would have them, becauſe he 
oh H 3 would 
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would have thera come to. pal; 
as God —_—_ thera. * 

How very ſweet and plea 
mult Gach « Brea of Life wm 
be, wherein is. fulfill'd .&& 
ſaying of the Prophet,:: Thag 
| 1s. 26, 2. Wilt keep bim in perfett Peace mboſe 
Hind is ſtayd on thee, becauſe be 
truſteth in thee > | 
.5. Great Benefit and Advay 
tage will accrue to us by a fincert 
and conſtant diſcharge of this Du 
bY, | 


4 
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By re/ignmg up our (elves tq 
ads condutt, we efleftu 
1ngage the care and favour of his 
Providence over us; for it will 
not cov{aſt. with his Houowr or 
his Pramiſe to ſuffer any who te- 
pole their truſt in him to be 
And 


—— 
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muſt it needs ro have 
Wiſdom of God to contrive for us, 
his Goodneſs ro ſupply us, ati his 
Powet'to protefFtis? I it ora 
much '-greater 'priviledg than if 
we _—_— under the 
Patrenage ateſt ,wiſeft or 
beſt Man in rms reg 
what'cat we want, if fed from 
the Ziand of divine Bounty ? 
what Byil can harrus;if ſhehket'd 
under the Almighcy wings 5 - 
By ſubmitting toGod's ( ondutt 
we ſhall eſcape many Sms and 
Dangers, which they uſually 
fall into-who wontd be ac their 
own difpolat |, Yea: hereby 
our evil "Fhings will be caen'd 
into Good, for we ſhalt receive 
2 Birffing wich thera, which 
| H 4 will 
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will /anfify and ſweeten chem 
to Us. 37 3 

And if we continue always 
to implore and rely on God's Cay- 
duft:;- he will. never leave of 
forſake us, till he hath brought 
us paſt all our Fears and: Dax 
gers, up to that Heaven. whete 
we ſhall receive good. Things 
only, and ſhall be able to:thank, 
and praiſe (Tod for 'thofe ewl 
Things wherewich he diſc 
plin'd us for-0ur Profit, that we 
. might be partakers of bis Holineſs 
here, and of- his Glory here- 
after. 

This Argument maybe far- 
ther improv'd .by 'conſidering 
more particularly ſome of the 
chief Advantages, which) will 
accrue tg us. by | fſabmitting out 

| ſelves 


— 
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ſelves to-the condudt and diſpoſal 
of God's Providence. 

t» In following this Divine 
(onduft, we ſhall always walk 
in ways that are right and law- 


ful, and thereby eſcape thoſe 


finful Courſes, which defile our 
Souls, wound our ;Conſciences, 
and inthral-us in manifold Miſe- 
ries; when we walk in the Light 
of our own- Eyes, and after the 
Luſts ok our own Hearts, we run 


our ſelyesioto many dangerous 


Errors: . Sa the Apoſtle ob. 
ſerves oi Cx mAzTer, 

that will be rich [and follow 
their own will therein] fall into 
Temptation, and a ſnare, andin- - 
to many fooliſh and burtful Luſts, . 
which drown\ Men in Deſtruftion 
and P erditians For the Laye of Money 
| is 


COELTL 


s the root of- all Bil; ' which while 
ſome coveted after,'they have erred 
from the Faith, and pierced them 
s through with many . ſorrows, 

' But if we follow this Heaven: 


hl Guide, he will never miſlead 


tis into arty” 'crooked ways, fot 
betray us "into any Temptations 
which may prove tw ſtrong for 
us. This David memions as 
a conſiderable Advantage of 
baving God for his Shepherd 0- 
.z. Ver hina. - He reſtoreth my Soul, 
he leadeth me in the paths of Righ- 
teonſneſs for his Nameſake. Nod 
elſewhere the P/almit obſerves 
ittobe the Priviledger of him that 
relies on. God's (ondwfF, that, 
- The Law of Godis in his Heart; 
none of bis ſteps fhall' fhde. We 
find alſo - Royal Preacher 


largely 
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largely infiſting on this A 
+ The Lard giveth £17 _ 26 
and ont of bis Mouth cometh Know: = 
ledy and Underſtanding; Ek layeth 
—_ Wiſdom for & Riphreous ; 
he is a Bnckler to them tbat wal 
wprightly. Fe keepeth the' paths of 
Judgment, 'and preſerveths wg 
of bis Samnts. Then ſhalt thou undty> 
ſtand Righteouſneſs and Judgment: 
and Equity ; yea, every pd, 
Pin ſhallpreſerve thee, Us 

ſhall keep. thee : ade 
pt from | of -the evil 
Man, from the Man that ſpeaketh 
froward Things, who leave the paths 
of Uprightneſs, to walk in ther ways 
of Debs _ Andin Row next 
Chapter Cc this 
to be the Privile e of thole 
wha «knawledg 


Guide, and follow. his Condu&, ue; 
| Prov. 3.5, 1ruſt tm the. Lord with all thay 


oe | 


6 .- Heart, andlean not unto thine own 


Underſtanding, In all thy way 
acknowledg bim, and be ſhall di 
reft thy paths. He cannot but be 
in the right way who hath God 
to direfÞ him; and no wiſe of 
good Man, but will highly value 
reat a Priviledg. | 

2. If we follow the Condudt of 
God's Providence, our way will be 
ſmoth "and plain, not \ incumber 4 
with ſuch perplexities, or obſtratted 
with ſuch ;mpediments as they meet 
with who are led by the ignes f« 
tes of their own uncertain Under- 


ſtandings. | 
We ſometimes complain of Dif- 
feenlties in our Aﬀairs which our 
Skill cannot extricete, we cark in 
our thoughts, are dubiow and 
fl»Fuating. in our Reſolutions, and 
afrer many fruitleſs Arremprs and 
x toilſome 
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toilſome Indeavovrs, are forc'd to let 
go the fond Projed, and-fir down in 
a hopeleſs deſpair : But if we were 
under the Conde# of Divine Wiſ- 
dom ; if we would ſtay till God 9- 
pex a way to us by the courſe of his 
Providence, and follow his condutF 
in uſing thoſe means and opportunt- 
ties he provides ; we ſhould find 
favourable Circemftances about us 
conſpiring to facilitate our deſigns, 
the pans of God's Providence 
would ſuggeſt to + us - prudent 
Thoughts, and the Events that hap- 
pen to us would concur 'with our 
Indeavours ; whereby our Afﬀairs 
would proceed eaſily and ' ſteadily ; 
and ths God may ſometimes per- 
mit ſome rebs or delays for our ſpi- 
ritual exerciſe and - improvement, 
yet he will not ſutfer us ro be puz- 
led with ahy inextricable Diffiab 
ties, Or rob defeated if any extre- 
ordinary Di | 


appointments ; 

'Thus Pk interpret that Aphy- 

riſme of the Wiſe-Man, Commit thy 
. WSJs : 
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Prov.16.3- ways #Bto the Lord, end thy thoughts 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed ; that by commir- 
ting. our Afﬀairs to the Conde? of 
's Providenee ; our thoughts 
ſhall. be ef«bliſbed in prudent anil 
fleady Reſolations ; and be ſupported 
in an | deſign againſt 
Obſtacles and Difficulties. 

3. If weare under God's Conde 
we ſhall beunder his Sefegward too; 
and our way will be always '/aft 
and ſeexre, He that hath no better 
Gaide then himſelf, is like the Blind 
leading the Blind, which, according 
to the Jewiſh Proverb, falls into 4 
ditch; and indeed moſt of the 
Miſchiefs- and Troubles we meet 
with proceed from our own 4 cox- 
au of -our ſelves. Bur if God be 
our, Guide, bis Hand that leads us, 
will alſo ſapport us, his Preſencethat 
conduits us will allo protect us-; He 
will give his Angels charge over us t0 
keep us in ell-aur ways, 1nto which 

. his:;Proyidence leads us. The feps 
of s good Hen are order d by the Loh 
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and none of bis fteps [balk flide 3 Tho be 
fall be ſball not be utterly caſt down, for 
' the Lord wpholdeth him with bis Hand: 
Thus we read that I/rae/ travel'd 
with ſafety in aq uncouth Wilder- 
eſs amidit all their Exemies, while 
they obſequiouſly follow'd the few 
of God's PreſenceconduQting thery'; 
but when they would go on their 
own Heads againſt Amalct, they 
were caſily 4zquiſhed. We like< 
wiſe find that Abrebaw who re« 
fign'd up himſelf ro God's ConduQ 
met with no conſiderable Troables 
in the whole courſe of his Life 3 
But Jacob who follow'd rather the 
Conde of his ſubtile Morher, then 
the Guidance of God, in- procuring; 
his Bleſiag, procur'd thereby many 
Croſſes and Troubles, which follow- 
ed him all his days. 
4. If God beour Guide, we ſhall 
not fail of Succeſs; for he that can 
do whatever pleaſeth him in Heauex 
and Earth, will proſperithe work of 
our Hapds 5: He will certainly teat 
rs us. - 
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bring i 20.08f 20 paſs " As Gul of 
Children of : Iſra 
pe, 
tthem.to the: Eaxd. of 
we will he conduit thoſe why ) 


, amiditallthe 24 
Ein gt, Unottalbthe chat 
a laſt pur them.in poſſeſſion. of hi 
| nly \ Canaan, toward: whit 
eyety gobd\ Man is' x ;in-2 

paſſages: of , his: Life, 

geide 'them. by his: Cox 
they! ane: 0n'the, misy,: 
6efve them to hiroſetfio Glrys: ib 
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